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The Paſtoral Letter of my Lord- Bishap of Angiers, zouch- 
ing a Miracle woroneht tm the Holy ' Sacrament, in the 
Parish of Ulmes of Sr. Florence near 'the Touun of 


Sautmur. 


T hathipleaſed God, from time totime to iſſae forth; the viſible 
;proofs of :his omnjpotency ,. in working Miracles by the ado- 
| rable Sacrament of the Body and Bloud of his Son, our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, both'to, awaken the Faith of his Faithfull, and to 
renew inthem the revercncedue to his infinite Majeſty; even when 
their Love to Creatures, ant habituall Propenſion unto Sin, ſeems 
to bury them. in.a fad Oblivion of their Creatour and Principles of 
Chriſtianity. -- 'This-he do's not. only. to- draw them. from their Le- 
whargy , -and cdldnefle ; wherewith. they often approach to the 
molt dreadfull of our myfteries ,., but alſo to confound the crrour 
of 'Heretiques,, who by a blindnefſe ( of which his mercy: ſeems 
willing to cure them ) they deny the Reality of the Body and Bloud 

of. Jeſus Chriſt in 'the: Holy: Ewchariſt, This truth; is evident-in the 

Miracle: lately: hapned in the Pariſh of VWmes of St, Florence ,. near | 
to'the Town-of Saamer.:; The tithtull relation whereof being” as | 
f6llowerh:: . | ws < 

by The Paſtor of this Pariſh , having informed: us,' that on Sa'wrday 

within:the Ocave:of the Bleſfed Sacrament, a \miraculous Appa- 

rition was; made in his. Ghugch.z. wherein. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
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4) 
viſiblygmanifeſted himſelf in the Holy Hoaft : Immediately we com- 
miſſioned the Paſtour of the Town of Saumur to repair to the ſaid 
Patiſh, and there take an exa@t information'of the thing ; which 
being'yery prudently and exactly performed , and the Depoſitions 
of the Paſtor, Clerk, and ſeveral Parichoners diſpatched unto us ; 
We judged it fit to become our ſelves an inquifſitour after the 
truth of this Miracle, and to receive it from the Mouthes of ſuch 
as were Eye-witnefles of the thing. Wherefore upon the twenticth 
inſtant, we tranſported our ſclvcs unto the place with our Appa- 
ritour, and hayings there celebrated the Maſe of- the Holy Ghoſt, - 
that we might obtain all neceflary illuminations,'. for the difcovery 
of {o important a Truth, we viſited the ſame Hoaft, which was 
yet reſerved within the Remonſtrance where the Apparition was 
made : And after we had moſt ſtrialy examined, and found that 
it could not be cauſed by any Artifice , .by refle&ion of light, nor 
by the ordinary wayes of Nature; We examined apart the Paſtor, 
his Vicar, thoſe Pariſhioners who had been ncareſt to the Altar, 
and two Inhabitants of the Town of Saumur, who hapned to be 
there, and by their Depoſitons we found, that on the ſaid ſecond 
day of this Moneth, which was the Satwrday within the Octave 
of the Blefted Sacrament, in time of the Salve, whilſt the Paſtor 
ſung thoſe words, Yerbum Caro, Panem werum , there appeared 
in the Remonſtrance, inſtead of the Hoaft, the form ofa Man, 
whoſe hair light brown fell upon his Shoulders, his face radiant, 
his hands crofled one upon the other, having the right upon the 
left, his body clad with a white Garment like to an eLbe, And 
that this Apparition continued for the ſpace of a quarter of an hour, 
as welt upon the Tabernacle, where the ſaid Bleſſed Sacrament was 
expoſed, as uponthe Altar, after the Paſtor had taken it down, 
to give unto the People a more full view of it. In ſequel of this, a 
little cloud did appear which involved him on all fides, and being 
diſperſed, immediately , the holy Hoaft was ſeen in its ordinary Fi- 
pure, as before this Miracle, | This is in Subſtance what the De- 
poſitions ynport; in which al the Witneſſes agree, and ſpeak Anas 
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fame thing; inſomuch that there is cauſe to belieye, the Saviour of 
the World hath viſibly appeared in this Pariſh, one of the Poorelt 
in our Dioceſs. 


From this Miracle, my dear Children, you. may conceive with: 
fear- and trembling, what it is you receive in the holy Communion, 
and with what purity and preparation, you ought to approach 
unto it, Nay at the ſame time, it oblicges you to the diſcharge 
of infinite acknowledgements, and thankigivings, with all the zeal 
and fervour you are capable of, unto our Lord Jclus Chriſt; that in- 
ſtead of expreſſing his anger againſt ſo many bad Chriſtians , who 
eat his body unworthily, he comes with. ſo much ooodnels to make 
himſelf viſible unto your Brethren, who by our voice bear wit- 
neſs of the thing unto you, that by an exceſs of his mercy , we 
might be convinced, 'tis he who dwclls upon our Altars , there 
to recciye our adorations; 'tis he, that is there daily Sacrificed, for 
the expiation of our offences. Laſtly, that 'tis he whom we te- 
ally and effeQively receive at the Table : to the end you might be 
wary not to incenſe him by your indeyotion, irreverence and fa-- 
crilegious Communion. And that the encmics of our ſacred my- 
ſteries may come to renounce: their Hereſie, we conjure them to- 
conſider that this glorious miracle happened at the rime, when theis. 
Synod was aflembled, and in a place, but two leagues from thence, 
ſo thatit ſeems God calls them with a Loud yoice,.to the Common,, 
and unqueſtioned belicf of the Church, touching the reality ofthe 
bleſſed Sacrament. Let them no-more then dithonour by their bla(- 
phemycs the moſt adorable Exchar:iſt, but learn from this wonderful 
Apparition, to reyerence the divinity (hut up within this dreadful 
Faſt of our Altars ,, fince they cannot pretend hercafter , the. 
thrice Auguſt Sacrament of the Altar to be a figure or ſ{inple fione, 
= the Majeſty of Jeſus Chriſt hath evidenced by a vitible forme,, 
that he is inyiſibly contained under the yeyle of holy Specics.. 


— 


Now; 
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Now to honor the memory of ſo 
orcat a miracle , and preſerve it to 
poſterity, we ordain that the ſamey 
Hoaſt, where this Apparition was 
made , $hall be preciouſly kept in 
the ſaid Church of Yhnes of St. Flo- 
rence, in a ſecure repoſitory near to 
the great Altar, on the Goſpel fide 
fitly adorned, and expreſly made for 
that purpoſe, where every year, 01 
the Saturday within the Octave of the 

Bleſſed Scrament, shall be ſoJemnly 
celebrated the Anniverſary of this 
Apparition,forbidding the Paſtor to 
expole cxtraordinarily this Holy 
Hoaſt, without our ſpecial permiſſh- 
on, Nor to publish any extraordi- 
nary prayers or deyotions, nor to 
erect any ſocicties, confraternitics 

Or 


(7) 
or indulgencies without” our ex- 
preſs approbation. Given at 4n- 


giers this 1 wenty Fifth of Zune 1668. 
{ligned 


Henry Bishop 
of 
Angiers. 


